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Dear Parents/Guardians: 

We are anticipating a great year of learning at 
KBES this year and are so excited to get 
started.  It is so good to have students return 
to in-class learning.  I know returning to in-class 
learning has been a very difficult decision as you 
balance your individual family dynamics and risks 
with the learning options available to you; Home 
School, Distance Learning or in-class learning.  
To those families who have chosen options other 
than in-class learning at KBES, I want you to 
know that your decision is truly respected and 
that if you change your mind and want in-class 
learning in the future for your child, please don’t 
hesitate to contact the school.   

 

Starting Monday, September 14th, our Grade 1-6 
students attend full-time in-class learning, while 
our youngest learners are on gradual days and 
will commence full days on Friday, September 
18th.   Our classroom doors open at 8:20 with 
classes officially beginning at 8:30. Dismissal 
time is 2:30 each day.  For safety reasons please 
drop your child/ren off early or delay in picking 
them up after school. 

 

I want to take this time to welcome all of our 
new families and staff members to Kay Bingham 
Elementary School.  I am confident that you will 
find our families and staff to be very welcoming 
and of great assistance.   A very special welcome 
to our youngest learners, our Kindergarteners.  
It is so special to welcome these little ones to 
KBES! 

 

I want to assure you that we are anticipating a 
great year of learning and once again express 

how happy it makes us to have your children back 
in school.  Their smiling faces and laughter 
brings such joy. 

 

If you have questions or concerns, please don’t 
hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or call 
the office. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Mrs. Wood, Principal 

 

 

 

 
We have a fantastic team at KBES who are 
eager to partner with you in the social emotional 
and intellectual development of your child.  They 
are keen to engage your children in diverse and 
rich learning experiences and opportunities 
throughout the upcoming year. 

Salmon Pod:  Ms. Turner (K); Mrs. Henderson 
(K); Mrs. Petty & Mrs. Ellis (K/1); Mrs. Aaltonen 
(Gr1) 

Coyote Pod:  Ms. Bouchard (1/2); Mrs. Wessel 
(Gr 2); Ms. Riddle (Gr 2/3); Ms. Wishnowski (Gr 
3) 

Swan Pod:  Ms. Johnston (Gr 3/4); Mrs. 
Covaceuszach & Ms. Stuerle (Gr 4); Mr. Johnson 
(Gr 4);  

Bear Pod:  Mr. Henry (Gr 4/5); Ms. Kelly (Gr 
4/5); Ms. Pye (Gr 4/5); Ms. Brennan (Gr 4/5) 

Support Teachers:  Mrs. Gardner, LART; Ms. 
McCowan, Library & SS teacher; Ms. Allan, HPE 
teacher; Mrs. Hneeda, LART 

CEAs (Certified Education Assistants): Ms. 
Konowalchuck, Ms. Tomlinson, Ms. Dupont & Ms. 
Stittle 



 
AEWs (Aboriginal Education Workers):  Mr. 
Lysons & Ms. Martin 

Custodians:  Ms. Herr, Ms. Heyer & Mr. Louvros 

Office:  Mrs. Bonderud, Secretary; Mrs. 
Hneeda, Vice Principal & Mrs. Wood, Principal 

 

RECESS & LUNCH BREAKS 

New this year are two Recess Breaks.  The first 
break is from 9:55 – 10:10 for our students in 
our Swan & Bear Pods.  The second Recess Break 
is from 10:10 – 10:25 for students in our Salmon 
& Coyote Pods.  Lunch breaks will be from 12:10 
to 1:07 this year.  Students in our Salmon & Bear 
Pods will eat first and play second.  Students in 
our Coyote and Swan Pods will play first and eat 
second.  A 12:35 bell indicates the switching 
from eating and playing.  Please be aware that 
we do not have before school and after school 
supervision, therefore students should not be 
arriving early or staying late after dismissal.  

 
SAFE ARRIVAL   
Please don’t forget 
to call in your child’s 
absence and late 
arrivals each and 
every day that they will be absent from 
school.  The absence reporting telephone 
number is 1-844-350-2647.  If you haven’t done 
so, you may create an account at the following 
website:  go.schoolmessenger.ca    You may also 
download the app for School Messenger. 
 

Papers, Papers and More Papers   

You can anticipate a lot of 
papers being sent out from the 
school office for the first 
couple of weeks of school.  
Please check both your email 
and child’s backpack for 
information.   

Tuesday, Sept 15 – Verification Forms & School 
Supply Form 

Monday, September 21 – Outside Media Release 
& Personal Information Consent Forms 

Your prompt attention to these papers and 
returning them to the school is greatly 
appreciated.  Updating our records from your 
child’s student verification forms is important as 
we want to ensure that our information is 
accurate in the event that we need to contact 
you.   

If you have not returned your Child’s 
Declaration of Daily Health Assessment form, 
please do so promptly. 

 

Our Meals Program will start on September 
29th.  Mrs. Bonderud will send out our first 
Meals Menu electronically on Monday, 
September 14th.  These forms are due back to 
the office on Monday, September 21st.      

 
Class Placements I want to assure all families 
that the staff worked very hard to create the 
best learning and teaching environment for all 
320+ students and classrooms.  The process is 
very involved and includes significant dialogue, 
thought and reflection for each class.  The 
organization of our school begins in the Spring 
with teacher collaboration, consideration of 
parent educational requests, learner and teacher 
profiles, as well as, balancing the number of 
students in a class with the number of staff 
assigned, class size and composition 
requirements, and new learning cohorts are all 
factors that are taken into account.  At times 
this results in multi-grade or split classrooms, as 
well as, children not being in a class with their 
best friends or the teacher they had hoped for.  
It is important for parents to realize that 
students in multi-grade classes have not been 
held back to the level of the youngest children in 
the class.  While some students may be initially 
disappointed to not be with their best friend/s, 
or the teacher they hoped for, we are confident 
in their ability to form new friendships, maintain 
old friendships and develop a connection with 
their new teacher.  “Positive parent talk” cannot 
be overemphasized in supporting your child and 
assuring them they will flourish in whatever 
class they are placed.  I want to take this time 
to thank you in advance for your support with 



 
this and know that we worked hard to create 
positive learning environments for all KBES 
learners. 
 
LEARNING TO LIVE WITH COVID-19 
A significant number of control measures have 
been put in place for the safety of students and 
staff.   This has resulted in making a variety of 
changes to many of our everyday practices and 
whole school events.   
 
Some of our new daily practices are as follows:  
*All students and staff are asked to complete a 
daily health assessment and to stay at home if 
they are sick or have symptoms of a cold, 
influenza, COVID 19, or other infectious 
respiratory diseases. 
* Students and staff who become sick at school 
will be sent home and asked to be assessed by a 
health care provider. 
* Frequent hand washing 
(arrival, before and after 
eating, before and after 
recess & lunch breaks, 
movement between parts of 
the school, whenever our hands 
are dirty, after touching our 
faces).   
*Hand washing and respiratory etiquette will be 
directly taught. 
* Enhanced cleaning and disinfecting protocols 
* Minimizing physical contact 
* No sharing of food 
* Practicing social distancing (traffic flow in 
hallways, washrooms, students entering and 
exiting the school through their classroom 
doors) 
* Placing classes in learning groups/cohorts to 
reduce the number of close, in person 
interactions 
* Visitors are limited and by appointment only 
 
Please be assured that we will frequently teach 
and remind students of the importance of 
practicing these control measures.  Your 
assistance in reinforcing at home is also 
appreciated. 

 
NON MEDICAL MASKS 
A non-medical mask with instructions was sent 
home with your child.  Instructions on how to put 
a mask on and take it off and storing it was also 
provided.  Please ensure you wash your child’s 
mask.  Masks are not mandatory in elementary 
schools.  If you want your child to wear a mask, 
please ensure they return it cleaned each day to 
school. 
 
SEPTEMBER EVENTS 
AT KBES 
Friday, September 18 – 
Our Kindergarten 
students start school full 
days 
Thursday, September 24 – School Newsletter 
Posted to website 
Friday, September 25 – PAC Meeting @ 10:00 by 
zoom   All parents/guardians of students 
attending KBES are considered to be part of our 
PAC and are invited to attend. 
Monday, September 28 – No School – 
Professional Development Day 
Wednesday, September 30 – Orange Shirt Day 
 

Unfortunately, we are unable to host our annual 
Mug N Muffin with our KBES school family this 
year.  We will also adapt, by Learning Cohort, our 
Terry Fox Walk/Run for cancer research and 
Orange Shirt Day.  Classes will provide you with 
additional information as to the new format of 
these special events.  
  



 


